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Automotiue Data Proiect
Tempus Developments, the provider of mobile data so[,tions,
has used the FASTrimrM process ofered by lvlidas Patiern
Company to fulfil a high pro{lle. time-critical contract to supply
d "rdlor ,rtrliries prov'der wrth in vehicle computer: for rts serv-
ice engineers.The design brief outlined the need for a remote
touch sc.een accessible in the cab of commercial vans that
could access a laptop computer localed in the rear

HaMng won tie tender the company commenced the detailed
desrgn process, opting for a pullldown, interior roof-mounted 10,4"
TFT Active mat.ix screen with resjsti\€ touch overlay Once the
first desrgn had been completed, and because of the commercial
pEssure rt was undenTempus had to quickly find partners for both
raprc prototyping and the production of the components, includ-
ing the casings; 'i was therefore relieved to come acncss the
FASTrimrM process ofered by Midas Pattem Company

l4idas set about machininp a set of FASTrimft tools
that would provideTempus with its 6rst prototypes. However
the process was fraught with interruptions due to ongoing
design modifcations.'"The goalposts kept moving and we had
a hectic few weeks with many difierent revlsions of desrgn,"
explained Tempus Developments' Design and Development
Managen Richard Ab.am."From a design perspective we could
read very quickly br-rt it's not so straightforward for a tool-
maken Howeve[ Midas was fabulous at keeping lrack and
impl€menting the changes,"

The other issue was the number of mouldings .the FASTrimrM
process could produce."Once again l'1idas proved excellent at
maintairing the tool so thal all-in-ali I think we obtained
around 100 sets - far more than is normallv recommended."
concluded Richard,


